




THIS IS MY FUTURE
At the same time Cathie began her technical culinary 

courses, she set out to obtain her General Equivalency 

Diploma. The admissions counselors and fi nancial aid 

advisors helped Cathie realize she could accomplish all 

her goals in short order. Though Cathie seems to fl avor 

her life to taste, she follows her coursework recipes 

to a “t”. Working in the school’s café gives the culinary 

students hands-on experience and real-world feedback. 

The teamwork and timing is amazing. Invaluable skills 

are taught by the inspiring instructors and chefs. Cathie 

couldn’t have asked for greater direction than Chef Juan, 

Chef Rick and Ellen Arnold. 

After completing her program, with honors, no less, 

Cathie will attend a pastries degree program at a local 

community college before pursuing her ultimate dream 

of opening her own restaurant bake shop. “My great 

grandmother would be so proud to see my fresh cobbler, 

aka, Huckleberry Dewbies, on the menu.” From the 

simple to the scrumptious, OCPS Career and Technical 

Education knows how to prepare recipes for success.

THIS IS MY STORY :  Success Made to Taste 
As the fourth oldest of 11 children and one of 102 living 

family members, Cathie knows a thing or two about 

breaking bread to mend the heart and comfort the 

soul. Listening to Cathie talk about her family and life 

experiences would make anyone hunger for her secret 

recipe of fulfi llment. 

When Cathie was a child, she and her siblings would 

gather berries from the roadside for their great 

grandmother, on her father’s side, to make fresh dewbies 

(fruit cobbler). The dewbies led to other culinary 

creations—all from scratch and her great grandmother’s 

memory. Nothing was written down at that time, but 

now that Cathie is the head chef in her own household, 

she’s creating a family cookbook of cherished quotes, 

family history and original recipes. 

After high school, Cathie got married to a saint of a 

man who eats (and enjoys) everything Cathie prepares. 

She had two children and went to work. She dabbled in 

other interests and talents like hair styling, cosmetics, 

cooking and drawing—always for fun or just for friends, 

not professionally. That is, not until she was laid off after 

seven years of service in the accounting department of 

a cardiologist’s offi ce. Through the grapevine, Cathie 

heard about the Commercial Foods and Culinary Arts 

program at Westside Tech. 

HELLO
my name is

CATHIE
Commercial Foods and Culinary Arts

THIS IS MY FUTURE

"My great grandmother would be 
so proud to see my fresh cobbler, 
aka, Huckleberry Dewbies, on 

the menu."”

Cooking up creative portions is at once 
simple as pie and satisfying. 

Cathie - Commercial Foods and Culinary Arts
College Credit Articulation Option
Graduates may qualify for up to 15 future college credits towards a 60 credit 
hour Culinary Management A.S. degree at the local community college and state 
colleges throughout Florida.ReinventMe.net
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THIS IS MY FUTURE
When the Career Pathway Specialist visited 

Dalton’s high school, he knew that his future 

was beginning to take a new direction. “The 

most diffi cult decision to dual enroll was if I 

should drop the JROTC classes to make room in 

my schedule.” Well, rappelling off high buildings 

will have to wait—for now, it’s operating 

systems, network troubleshooting and hardware 

upgrades, not special operations. 

By the end of his junior year, Dalton will have sat 

for both the 601 and 602 Exam and have his A+ 

Certifi cation. During his senior year, Dual Enrollment 

is on the schedule, as well as preparing for college. 

He’s already well ahead of the game and enjoying 

Information Technology every step of the way. Thanks 

to his instructors at Winter Park Tech and his teachers at 

Boone High School, he’s able to surround himself with 

the right resources to one day run his own Computer 

Systems Technology Company.

THIS IS MY STORY :  This is IT 
Some toddlers play with their parent’s keys; others are 

obsessed with keyboards. Dalton’s fascination with the 

way computers work started at age three. This interest 

in Information Technology isn’t inherited from anyone 

in his immediate or extended family—and the inside 

joke is that Dalton must have been fed a diet rich in 

fi ber optics by his grandmother, who he spent a lot of 

time with during his formative years. She listened to 

him talk about computers for hours and encouraged 

him to pursue his passions. 

Upon fi rst glance, you might mistake Dalton for your 

average, mountain bike-riding, music-listening, bass-

strumming, videogame-playing, newly-licensed teenager. 

You’d be right, but that’s only half of it. Maybe he is a 

thrill-seeking, tinkering youth who knows more about 

the inside of a computer than the ins and outs of what 

he missed during fi fth period, but he’s wired differently 

than your average teen.

At 17, Dalton is a Dual Enrollment student in the 

Computer Systems Technology program at Winter Park 

Tech and well on his way to a career in the Information 

Technology fi eld. He knows computer language as if 

it was his fi rst and doesn’t discriminate between PCs 

and Macs (yet, fully understands the difference in price 

and performance). “I love to work with people and 

have been the ‘go-to’ person for buying, fi xing and 

using computers since I could talk, technically.” As a 

high school junior in the Dual Enrollment program, he 

has learned a lot about time management and people’s 

unique relationship with their computers. 

HELLO
my name is

DALTON
Computer Systems Technology (CST) 

" I love to work with people and 
have been the 'go-to' person for 

buying, fixing and using computers 
since I could talk, technically."

A well-rounded career is one 
rich in fiber optics.

Dalton - Computer Systems Technology
College Credit Articulation Option
Graduates may qualify for up to 25 future college credits towards a 60 credit hour 
Computer Engineering Technology A.S. degree at the local community college 
and up to 21 credits at other community and state colleges throughout Florida.ReinventMe.net
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THIS IS MY FUTURE
“Orlando Tech is a stepping stone, preparing me to 

make my goal a reality by teaching me the fi rst steps 

on how to be a nurse. I have learned how to 

care for patients in a special way, which will 

forever prepare me and help me achieve 

my goal."  After she completes her studies at 

Orlando Tech, she plans to obtain a bachelor’s 

degree and then eventually enroll in medical school.  

 “Through everything, my Orlando Tech instructors have 

helped me stay on track and ensure I am handling the 

program, and my patients, well.” Joalize says she’ll never 

regret her decision to pursue the 4-1-1 that will lead to 

an exciting, every-day-is-different, future in 9-1-1 medical 

situations as an Emergency Medicine Physician.

THIS IS MY STORY :  Care to Share
At the early age of three, Joalize showed signs of adept 

problem solving by completing complex puzzles. By 

fi ve, she was a pro at the game "Operation." And she 

monopolized the Monopoly board by seven. She is 

simply fascinated by piecing everything together to 

solve problems. And yes, she loves the TV show, "House", 

for that very reason. In medicine, there is reason, and 

then there’s the “for no reason at all” scenarios that 

leave people in need of intense, emergency care. 

Joalize was born in Puerto Rico, but moved to Rochester, 

New York when she was three. She started in the Orange 

County Public School system at Union Park Middle 

School in seventh grade. Her family back in Puerto Rico 

is very important to her, especially her aunt who is a 

Registered Nurse. At one time, Joalize’s mother wanted 

to be a nurse, but extenuating circumstances kept that 

dream from being realized. So, it was truly an amazing 

opportunity to discover the Dual Enrollment program 

at a college fair.  “It’s like my mom is living vicariously 

through me.” 

Before attending the High School Practical Nursing 

Academy at Orlando Tech, Joalize was a typical high 

school student. Now, every day is both a learning and 

healing experience. “The program enables me to get 

closer to my end goal of becoming an Emergency 

Medicine Physician—and my mother’s support keeps 

me focused on overcoming obstacles.” Giving up the 

traditional high school life to attend this academy, 

proved to be a challenge—but the rewards are far 

greater! Joalize hears a calling for chaos and truly has a 

passion to be the calm in the storm. 

HELLO
my name is

JOALIZE
Practical Nursing

THIS IS MY FUTURE

"Through everything, my OCPS 
Career and Technical Education 

instructors have helped me stay on 
track and ensure I am handling the 

program, and my patients, well."

Some mothers try to avoid emergency 
situations, others encourage them. 

Joalize - Practical Nursing
College Credit Articulation Option
Graduates may qualify for up to 12 future college credits towards a 60 credit hour 
Registered Nursing A.S. degree at the local community college and 10 credits at 
community and state colleges throughout Florida.ReinventMe.net
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THIS IS MY FUTURE
After graduation, he switched gears and entered the 

Automotive Collision Repair and Refi nishing program 

at Mid Florida Tech. Julio attributes his scholarship 

to the tireless assistance and guidance of his 

Career and Technical Education advisors and 

instructors. As an adult student, the unique 

opportunity isn’t lost on him. “This is the 

best program I have ever been in and I’m 

really learning something I love and can 

use—every day.” 

From aerodynamic body styles to dynamic, 

original paint designs, Julio simply loves to 

work in a hands-on environment. “There’s 

no end to what a person can do, it’s just in 

how hard you try.” And Julio's plan is to work 

as hard as he can, mastering everything and 

never giving up on acquiring the skills and creature 

comforts for himself and the people he loves to feel 

fulfi lled. As dreams round the bend to reality, Julio 

imagines the collection of cars he will keep. Driven to 

do a lot more than just talk shop, Julio plans to open 

several auto body and repair shops with his brother, 

who will do all the mechanical fi nessing while Julio does 

the body and paint work. Julio believes that life is an 

endless destination full of moving journeys.

THIS IS MY STORY :  Body of Work 
Remember that old tale about walking fi ve miles to 

school, up hill, in the snow, both ways? Well, for Julio, 

some days he did walk—if the school was close enough. 

Other days, he took a taxi. But every day, his family 

paid for his education. Prior to graduating from Cypress 

High School, Julio lived in Jamaica. Primary school was 

a commodity you paid for like a household appliance, 

electronics, cars, boats or basketball shoes. Each 

advances you, but none can do it with such style as the 

car. A neighbor had several cars and Julio’s dad and 

brother would work on them. Julio was too young to 

dabble, but the wheels began turning and the dreams 

started to take shape.

Once Julio and his older brother rejoined his mother, 

who had set out to make a life for all of them in Orlando 

several years prior to the rest of the family, he discovered 

the importance of hard work, dedication and dreams. As 

a sophomore in high school, he listened intently to the 

visiting OCPS Career and Technical Education Career 

Pathway Specialist and understood the value of learning 

a trade. By his junior year, he started at Mid Florida Tech 

as a Dual Enrollment student in the Automotive Service 

Technology program. His appreciation for education 

was apparent in his dedication to not only learning, but 

perfecting his coursework.

HELLO
my name is

JULIO
Automotive Collision Repair and Refi nishing

THIS IS MY FUTURE

"This is the best program I have 
ever been in and I am really 

learning something I love and can 
use—every day."

Education and Classic Cars-
appreciation happens naturally.

Julio - Automotive Collision Repair and Refi nishing
College Credit Articulation Option
Graduates may qualify for up to 24 future college credits towards a 60 credit hour 
Industrial Management Technology A.S. degree at the local community college. 
(Automotive Service Technology: 27 credits)ReinventMe.net
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THIS IS MY FUTURE
Upon entering the program, Kellye was pregnant with 

her third child. This fact isn’t even the most shocking. 

She was one of only two women in the 33-student 

program. To make matters even more challenging, 

Kellye had to brush up on her academic skills prior to 

gaining full enrollment into the program. Fortunately 

for her, all OCPS tech centers provide vocational 

preparation courses to ensure that students are 

prepared to meet the academic rigor and occupational 

training challenges that each program presents. 

A few short months after giving birth, Kellye was back 

in the program thanks to the help of her mother and the 

encouraging instructors. “Everyone was so helpful from 

the beginning—from the admissions staff helping me 

secure fi nancial aid to the attentive advisory committee 

and my encouraging instructor.” Kellye’s instructor has 

over 40 years of experience in the fi eld and still has a 

feverish passion for it. 

After completing the program, Kellye plans to attend 

a local community college for her associate’s degree 

before attending a local university to pursue a bachelor’s 

degree in Industrial Management Engineering. Kellye will 

continue to seek opportunities like the ones she’s found 

at Westside Tech.

THIS IS MY STORY :  Degrees of Inspiration 
As a second-generation Heating Ventilation and Air 

Conditioning Technician, Kellye has learned how to 

keep her cool when things heat up—whether it be at 

home with her three young children or in class where 

gas is literally heated under pressure, yet blows cold 

due to evaporation and absorption. And that’s sort 

of how Kellye is, the more things heat up around her, 

the cooler she becomes. She jokes that “single mom” 

really means “double and triple duty.” 

Prior to enrolling in the Air Conditioning, Refrigeration 

and Heating  Technology program, Kellye was unemployed 

and looking for more than a job. She was seeking a new 

direction to take her life. One that would provide a solid 

foundation for her family’s future. As luck would have 

it, Westside Tech was close to her house—so it made 

sense—not to mention, it was the same program her 

father completed two decades prior. 

HELLO
my name is

KELLYE
A/C, Refrigeration and Heating Technology 

THIS IS MY FUTURE

"Everyone was so helpful from the 
beginning—from the admissions staff 
helping me secure financial aid to the 
attentive advisory committee and my 

encouraging instructor."”

With family support, a career heats up. 

Kellye - Air Conditioning, Refrigeration and Heating Tehnology
College Credit Articulation Option
Graduates may qualify for up to 24 future college credits towards a 60 credit hour 
Industrial Management Technology A.S. degree at the local community college. 

ReinventMe.net
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THIS IS MY FUTURE
“We have a dedicated professor at Winter Park Tech's 

Avalon Campus. Mr. Diem and his experience and 

training are phenomenal. It’s really unbelievable that 

our simulated pharmacy has a hood that’s nationally 

accredited. Between the price differential and success 

rate of the students, OCPS Career and Technical 

Education is a NO BRAINER!” Peter is not counting 

the seconds—he is actually, working harder than ever—

adjusting to the self-paced style, testing his memory 

and learning biology and chemistry with brute force. 

“It’s not lost on me what we’ve got here!”

What a difference it is to go from accounting for a city 

fund to counting and compounding medications. Peter 

IS STILL involved in Shepherd’s Hope and is actively 

training his son to help in the pharmacy.

After Peter completes the program, he’ll sit for the 

National Certifi cation Exam and then seek a Pharmacy 

Tech position at a local pharmacy.

THIS IS MY STORY :  Refill on Education 
When Peter’s accounting career started to, well, peter 

out, he took his professional inventory and decided 

to reinvent himself. After graduating from a university 

in the Midwest with a degree in accounting, Peter 

moved to Chicago where he met his wife. The vows 

were exchanged and a job was secured in Orlando. 

After fi ve years of 40+ hour workweeks, graduate-

level courses and raising two children, Peter earned an 

MBA from Rollins College Crummer Graduate School 

of Business. Most recently, he was let go after eight 

years of service to the city he loves.

“Truth be told, though the layoff was involuntary, I was 

kind of burned out and wanted something different. 

People tend to do radical things when they’re laid off—

it’s justifi able.” So, Peter started volunteering at the 

pharmacy for Shepherd’s Hope and fell in love with the 

ways of pharmacy. Next, he visited all the Pharmacy 

Tech programs in the area and saw a $15,000 price 

tag at private schools compared to around $3,000 at 

OCPS. He found the teaching tools, equipment and 

national accreditation to be a true advantage, and 

enrolled at Winter Park Tech's Avalon campus. 

HELLO
my name is

PETER
Pharmacy Technician

THIS IS MY FUTURE

"We have a dedicated professor 
at Winter Park Tech's Avalon 

Campus. Mr. Diem and his 
experience and training 

are phenomenal."

From counting coins to counting pills-now 
that's a prescription for career success.

Peter - Pharmacy Technician
Accredited by: 
The American Society of Health-System Pharmacists

ReinventMe.net
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THIS IS MY FUTURE
Scott has learned to “recognize his eureka moments.” 

Those moments occur on a daily basis at MId Florida 

Tech—with his inspiring instructors, fulfi lling coursework 

and creative challenges—where the caliber of a 

student can literally be measured with a caliper. Just 

as they manufacture and assemble everything onsite 

at Cubic, Scott has made his way around the various 

departments to create his future plan. From taking the 

tour with Fred Armagost at Mid Florida Tech, talking to 

senior managers at work and fi lling in where needed, he 

learned that the best way to fi t all the pieces together 

is with “that piece of paper.”

Upon completion of the Manufacturing Technology 

program, Scott plans to attend the Manufacturing 

Management program at a local community college.  

Armed with a certifi cate in one hand and a degree in 

the other, Scott will begin a Mechanical Engineering 

program at a reputable, accredited online university.  

Once all the pieces of paper are assembled, Scott will set 

his sites on managing a team of mechanical engineers 

and creating a better way to make it…and then make it 

work better together. The future will be manufactured 

from his moments at Mid Florida Tech, which seem like 

they were always assembling themselves. 

THIS IS MY STORY :  Zen and Now 
As a child, Scott disassembled his father’s tools in 

the garage, tinkered in the driveway with homemade 

remote control cars, played in a band and raced at 

Sebring—like any imaginative and active child of 

the eighties. After a successful high school career, 

he attended Auburn University as a Graphic Design 

major, the closest major he could get to his true love, 

engineering. Two years of core curriculum left him 

frustrated and uninspired. He left the university, but 

didn’t leave Auburn, and opened Zen Motor Sports, an 

automotive performance and custom shop. After six 

and one half years of running his own business, it was 

time to close up shop and move back to Orlando. Scott 

landed a job in the Mechanical Assembly Department 

of Cubic Defense Applications.

Adept at recognizing the signs that appeared before 

him, Scott noticed the “Manufacturing Technology” 

Career Program marquee that illuminated, invitingly, 

across the street at Mid Florida Tech as he passed 

during his daily commute. "Not new to the A-plus 

practices of Orange County Public Schools and the 

instructors, I convinced my boss of the myriad of 

benefi ts of entering the Manufacturing Technology 

program at Mid Florida Tech."  

HELLO
my name is

SCOTT
Manufacturing Technology

THIS IS MY FUTURE

"Not new to the A-plus practices of 
Orange County Public Schools and the 

instructors, I convinced my boss of the 
myriad of benefits of entering the 

Manufacturing Technology program 
at Mid Florida Tech."”

A classic case of the caliber of 
student being measured by a caliper. 

Scott - Manufacturing Technology
College Credit Articulation Option
Graduates may qualify for up to 24 future college credits towards a 60 credit hour 
Industrial Management Technology A.S. degree at the local community college. 
(For graduates of the Automotive Service Technology: 27 credits)ReinventMe.net
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THIS IS MY FUTURE
Shanea was awarded a Pell grant and was introduced 

to 18 other students who care just as much about her 

success. Students understand it’s about teamwork 

and assist each other. One day, they’re directing an 

award-winning podcast; the next they’re holding 

the boom microphone; and the next they’re out in 

the fi eld with Z1U’s and EX3’s fi lming a historical 

cultural event, documentary style. 

The Digital VIdeo Production program inspires 

creativity and fosters the synergy needed for successful 

teamwork. Hands-on production training resources 

include equipment valued at hundreds of thousands of 

dollars and reference libraries of technique tutorials to 

ensure students command the profi ciency necessary 

to be successful. The most important resource is the 

amazing group of creative students and talented 

instructors who share the inspiration and passion to 

capture "e-motion". 

After graduation, Shanena will pursue and complete 

an internship at a local production company. Hopefully 

that will lead to a job where she can do commercial 

work, gaining the necessary producer experience to 

start her own Production Company. Shanena believes 

that actions speak louder than words.

THIS IS MY STORY :  Future in Focus 
Shanena, her fi ve brothers and one sister lived in St. 

Croix, Virgin Islands until she was three. She entered 

the U.S. by way of Durham, North Carolina, Rochester, 

New York and then Haverhill, Massachusetts before 

graduating from University High School, where she 

took TV production courses and would forever see life 

through a lens. 

As a child, Shanena feverishly rented and reviewed 

independent and foreign fi lms. Upon graduation, 

she attended an art institute in Miami for fi lm. A bit 

disappointed with mounting educational expenses 

and inadequate practical and hands-on coursework, 

she returned home to a community college to study 

TV production and theater. Once again, disenchanted, 

Shanena took a supporting role at a local construction 

company until the impending doom of the industry 

forced multiple layoffs. At this point, she had a young 

son who not only needed care, but a role model that 

emulates “you can do what you dream.”

“The turning point in my life was when I was holding my 

newborn son and my father asked me, ‘Shanena, what 

are you doing?’ I don’t like having regrets—I decided to 

go after my dreams—so he can have dreams to go after 

someday too.” Of course, tuition was an obstacle. Length 

of the program was another consideration. Though she 

still holds loans, she couldn’t let it hold her back. An 

Internet search for “TV Production Classes in Orlando” 

put Orlando Tech at the top of her list. 

HELLO
my name is

SHANENA
Digital Video Production 

THIS IS MY FUTURE

"Everyone understands it's about teamwork-
one day you're directing in the studio, 
the next you're out in the field 
filming a documentary with a 
$20,000 camera-teaching, 
learning together."

"Everyone understands it's about teamwork-
one day you're directing in the studio, 
the next you're out in the field 
one day you're directing in the studio, 
the next you're out in the field 
one day you're directing in the studio, 

Becoming a mother gives you a child 
and a renewed can-do attitude.

Shanena - Digital Video Production
College Credit Articulation Option
Graduates may qualify for up to 11 future college credits towards a 60 credit 
hour Digital Media for Video and Motion Graphics A.S. degree at the local 
community college. ReinventMe.net
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The School Board of Orange County, Florida, does not discriminate in admission or access to, or treatment or 
employment in its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, religion, age, sex, national origin, marital 
status, disability or any other reason prohibited by law. The Equal Employment Opportunity Supervisor responsible 
for compliance is Carianne Reggio; the Section 504 Supervisor responsible for compliance is Harriett Brown, Esq.: 
and the Title IX Supervisor responsible for compliance is Kevin Demer. Each may be contacted at the Educational 
Leadership Center, 445 W. Amelia Street, Orlando, Florida 32801 (407.317.3200).  

ReinventMe.net
407-841-TECH

Mid Florida Tech  |  Orlando Tech  |  Westside Tech
Winter Park Tech and Avalon Campus

Orange County Public Schools offers career and 
technical education learning opportunities to 
adults, high school and middle school students.  
All programs meet high standards and combine 
academic rigor with technical competencies. 

ADULTS 
 Adult Academic Skills 
 Apprenticeship 
 Career Certifi cates 
 Continuing Education 
 Customized Workforce Training
 ESOL (English as a Second Language) 
 GED (General Equivalency Diploma) 
 High School Credit 
 Industry Certifi cations 
 Online Courses and Programs 
 Personal Interest Courses 

HIGH SCHOOL 
 Career Academics 
 Career Pathways
 College Credit  
 Dual Enrollment 
 GED (High School Diploma) 
 Industry Certifi cations 
 Online High School Course Credit 
 Youth Apprenticeship 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 Career Exploration 
 Career Pathways 
 High School Credit


